LIFE SKETCH OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAN NAMBUDIRl

ments for each sloka. But unfortunately, he could not complete
this work due to his fatal ill health.

Sri Kerala Varma, the Maharaja of Cochin was celebrating
his 80th birthday on 2nd Dhanu 1112(16 Dec. 1936). In con-
nection with it he invited Vazhakunnam, honoured him with
Kirtimudra and conferred him the title 'Bhaktasiromani9.
Vazhakunnam was also given a cash award of one hundred ru-
pees. A monthly honourarium of Rs.20/- was also announced for
him. As Vazhakunnam was bed ridden due to diabetes at the
Othalur Mana, he could not go for the con vocational function.
Later P. Nandana Menon, was sent by the king, to give the
award and the cash prize. Vazhakunnam, as a token of love for
the king, sent to him the Guruvayur Kalabhaprasada.49

His diabetic condition worsened and wounds began to ap-
pear on his shins. Tattayoor Apphan Nambudiripadl^was always
there serving him. Venmani, Tottam and Patirisseri visited him
frequently. Tattayoor Unni Nambudiripad also was there quite
often, serving him.

A few days later his legs got paralysed and immovable. As
directed by his doctor Govindamenon, Vazhakunnam was taken
to Guruvayur by his eldest son Sankaranarayanan, on 4th Makaram

49. Taccappilli Govindamenon, op.cit., p. 168.
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